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ASEAN'’s First Naval Exercise in South China Sea near Disputed area

By Manav Saini

In a significant move
aimed at bolstering
regional stability and

fostering military
cooperation,
cO within the

A of

)

ne
1 by
The

: g ASEAN
asjoint maritime
saster relief efforts.
al geopolitical
s in the South

n oops and
warships § on 19"
September ave been
contending with na's Yas tensions
escalate over disputed area. China Aim covers a
major portion of the South Chi neighbouring
countries. This exercise is see ASEAN nations,
demonstrating unity and asserting the Vi regl ) and peace.?

Indonesia, a key ASEAN member and host of the exetgises, has been particularly
proactive in managing Chinese incursions into itS8§exclusive economic zone,
underscoring the strategic importance of safeguarding maritime territories. The
Natuna Islands, where the exercises are being conducted, hold significance in the
ongoing territorial disputes.®

China's growing economic influence in the region poses a challenge for ASEAN
nations, influencing their approach to regional security. While attempting to navigate
these concerns, the ASEAN aims to project a united front without appearing overtly
provocative to China. The military exercises serve this dual purpose of enhancing
collective capabilities for regional security while avoiding a direct military
confrontation with China. The drills provide an opportunity for the ASEAN to
demonstrate unity and cohesion in the face of security threats, showcasing their
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ective resolve to maintain peace and stability in the South China Sea. China may be

worried about this development.

The ASEAN Solidarity Exercise, as it is officially termed, may mark the beginning of
annual military exercises within the ASEAN framework, eventually expanding to
encompass more comprehensive war drills involving the army, navy, and air force.
This step underscores the growing willingness of ASEAN nations to collaborate on
regional security matters and could potentially reshape the dynamics of maritime
security in the Southeast Asian region. India can work with ASEAN and conduct a
joint naval exercise in the South China Sea to sustain peace in the region.
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Increased Chinese Military Activity Around Taiwan In September 2023

By Col Vijay Goyat
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= ; carrier of the People's Liberation Army Navy
(PLAN) led an "unprecedently large carrier
group” that included over 20 naval vessels
operating to the east of Taiwan. Over this
same period, 161 People's Liberation Army
Q Air Force (PLAAF) military aircraft were
N detected around Taiwan, including 68
N reported on 14 Sep 23. As per the Ministry of
e s S e ot i National Defense (MND 68_Chinese military
5 iy o). aircraft and 10 naval vé vere tracked
around Taiwan over 24 hours on 13-14 Sep 2023.* These inc p

fighter jets, Sukhoi Su-30 combat jets, two Shaanxi Y-9 aj
reconnaissance dropgg and one KJ-500 airborne early wa
Shenyang J-16 ge

BANSBANS S

Chnese neiary sleaiaf Soteod aroued Taman iom Sepn 11-18 (Twiiw
Duersan Symen imugs)

diplomat W
Advisor Jake™8
"ongoing efforts to mai Ope

the relationship,” said the White Ho
as "candid, substantive, and con
launched a record number of intrug
meeting. It is either an indicator o
military policies or a dangerous double-speak.

China-Pakistan conducted joint air drills

By Naman J Anand




Lon
gtime allies Pakistan and
China concluded an air
exercise  which  was
taking place in Jiuquan,
- Northwest China's Gansu
Province and Yinchuan,
Northwest China's
Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region. This was the
annu eral China-
Paki Air Force
Trai i title@
Shaheen-X and was aftended by PAF’s J-10 C and JF-17 f
the air defence gon and ground crew. Warplanes from' th&
Liberation A Air Force, included the J-16 fig d
communicat ook part in the exercise @M ated
COMMONLB ooperative air defen asures.
Kills o) exercise.
st,28, 2023, and

CQ

This
comp;
amo
the “Ira
the comm
come to aid in 0

serious threat to India as*#goes on 1
that an attack on either Pakistan g v ‘
will attract either of the two count - =
this  exercise shows the o
preparedness of the two sides as well @s the protocol€ which they might follow in
times of war. “This is not only just a joint exercise bu Iso an opportunity for the
two countries to have high-level interactions, potential COmbined operations involving
the armies, navies, and air forces of the two nations, training of troops, and
technology collaboration, including cooperative development and sales of
armaments” as per Fu Qianshao, a Chinese military aviation expert. This also shows
that Pakistan has now moved away from the US for its defence armaments and now
relies more on China for its defence procurements. This is also a great opportunity
for China for the sale of its weapons. However, it may widen the gap between the
military strength of India and Pakistan as most of the Chinese weapons and aircraft
are not battle-tested and their credibility is a huge question mark for all. This also
gives a chance to India to fill in the gap which is left by Pakistan in the buying of US

6




-

* )

. ol

.

wea
pons. The exercise took place at an altitude of 3,608 feet which shows that the drills
conducted were specializing in high altitude warfare which is an area of concern for
India as India is having issues with China in the border areas of Ladakh, Arunachal
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh on one front and if India plans to take Pakistan
occupied Kashmir as well which is the Gilgit Baltistan region then too it would have
to engage in high altitude warfare which if these two sides are preparing for, calls for

the Indian Airforce to prepare for as well.

Japan Releases Treated Nuclear Waste Water — China’s Viewpoint

By Col Vijay Goyat




Since the 2011 tsunami
which severely damaged
the plant, more than a
million tons of treated
wastewater have
accumulated at
Fukushima. Japan began
discharging the treated
water on 24 August 2023,
in a p@ that will take

ha.° Chinese
since the
e seafood
exports. It rerme Ars in which

this exercise will be co

China becomes the first country to appoint an ambassador in Afghanistan
after the Taliban Takeover

By Manav Saini
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China has appointed Zhao
Xing as its ambassador to
Afghanistan, becoming the
first major nation to establish a
functional diplomatic mission
in the country since the
Taliban retook power in 2021.
The Taliban warmly welcomed
Ambassador Zhao, signalling
China's dip acceptance
of the caj ulers. The
. - appointme 86ladS P3

0 increase its influence in the regi '
sition in Beijing's Belt and Road InfraStFe .
atial natural resources, estimated tg $1

hium, and gold deposits, which Chi

China's i@ asized a "clear and Owards
1 #’ QPP OI il ptation” of
ati@h was given
re ) : alibapn said Zhao's
appe P engage with
their ‘ zing the Taliban
due ¢ liplomatic ties
as 6 MRIoXimity to
China’'s ¥hderscores

this importé Increased
influence ma

of China's strategy
Afghanistan's pivota
Afghanistan ho,
trillion, inclu

The presence of a Chinese diploma e, given that
over a hundred nations have ye regime. The
Taliban's spokesperson emphasizét 0 foster relations
and urged other nations to engage w ensic As Afghanistan's role in
the Belt and Road Initiative gains prominence, the (fiternational community will
keenly observe developments in the region and th olving dynamics between

China and the Taliban.

New China-Nepal new trade route to be opened soon

By Manav Saini




In
recent developments, China has
taken significant steps to expand its
economic  ties  with Nepal,
_ particularly through the approval
and completion of the Lizi Port,
which is a trading facility situated in
a Tibetan village on the Nepal-
China border. This initiative is part
of China's broader aim to enhance
connectivity with_Nepal. The Lizi
Port, located at an elevation of 4,600 meters, has passed a tha spection by
the Chinese Commerce Ministry, indicating its readiness for com perations.

The Lizi Port is strategically positioned in the village of
prefecture of Shigat ome 935km from Lhasa, Tibet's ¢
Kathmandu. Hj izi has been a bustling marke
residents, fa in essential commodities like graig

This ney ith the Nechung facili grof the

e as _the : along the
0 pOSts, including
Chipa's long-term
0 nations.
approximately
ovid-19 and

e to Tibet's

US$5
the
econo

China's enge Been within
the context of the broac N ithe ongoing
rivalry with the US. Beijing Seeks to capitalising
on historical events such as the Is on Nepal's

support for China's stance on inte aws and COVID-
19 solidarity, aligns with China's str, O"POSE S a responsible global
power while safeguarding its interests:"As China becomes more politically assertive
in Nepal, its actions and intentions will undoubted scrutinised. The recent
developments, notably the completion of the Lizi rt and plans for a Trans-
Himalayan Multi-Dimensional Connectivity Network, reflect China's multifaceted
approach aimed at securing economic gains and strengthening geopolitical influence
in the strategically significant region between China and India.

China's high-altitude ultra-high voltage substation with counter-drone system

By Naman J Anand
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Indian border and elsewfi€re in or
same time enhancing the voltage
projects allow China to explore W&
River but the same can be replica :

between India, China and Bangladesh™Bhere is alread

China regarding the sharing of water and if China furt
the Yangtze River, then it can have a serious water cri

In the plateau province of
Qinghai in northwest China, a
750 kV ultra-high voltage
substation outfitted with a
counter-unmanned  aircraft
system has been put into
service at a height of 3,365
meters, the substation, which
is a part of the CHN Energy
Qinghai Maerdang
Hydropo ation, i

located in the Hainan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture. It has et
g unmanned aircraft and activate
8 smart substation featuring a varig eSS,
Share data and communicate g
d)agement centres. The ¥
g _Tibetan Autonome

)

Oy
icity
ghai was
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e dévelopment of
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a2 a high-tech
Sithe enemy,
2rand data
aing of the
Is along the
while at the
only do such
on of the Yellow
JRiver which is shared
A conflict between India and
xploits the upper region of
or India and Bangladesh.

Xi Jinping meets Nepalese PM in China

By Naman J Anand

11




& =
. A

= On
23, September 2023, Chinese President Xi Jinping met with Nepalese Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda in Hangzhou, the provincial capital of Zhejiang
Province in eastern China. The objective of the meeting was not specified. This
would be a week-long visit for the Nepali Prime Minister after he accepted the
invitation of his counterpart Li Qiang. PM Prachanda will go to the 19th Asian Games
opening ceremony in Hangzhou, the provincial capital of Zhejiang, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry also announced. PM Prachanda and Premier Li Qiang are also
anticipated to have a bilateral summit. PM Prachanda is accompanied by a high-
level team that includes Foreign Minister Narayan Prakash Saud, his daughter
Ganga Dahal, and other cabinet members. During his visit 0 ember 23-30,
2023, PM Prachanda will also pay a visit to Chongging Mu 0 observe
agriculture and industrial progress in China, as well as to Lhas 8 Tibel
Autonomous Region gof southwest China. Throughout t
emphasized thagCl alaces a high value on its connection
willing to strgad elopment strategy alignment with to
foster ongoi g relations. He also praiseghi da's
commitme ties and support fQg 3ett and

a severe security
0 with Nepal
whic M) S but also allow
Ching parts of our
cour Mipa to easily
gain a g in Nepal.
Another aré dme a part
of the BRI prof& 3 taken from
China for the infrastructuf&and ha ays, airports
etc., the same can happen with Neg bther unstable
neighbour for India in the neighld@ asily now further
exploit the anti-India sentiment whick S N #s*would result in India
not only losing a buffer state betweéh%itself and Ching but also in the tilt of the
regional balance of power in China’s favour. India ne! to be vary of the growing
Nepal-China friendship and cooperation and needs to step up in its efforts to help
Nepal with their needs and trading requirements. It also needs to ensure that Nepal
gets easy access to one of the Indian ports since Nepal is a landlocked nation and
this is the major weakness which China is currently exploiting and offering a solution
to Nepal through the BRI network. India needs to look carefully at this meeting as it
has future implications for the security of India and the region as a whole.
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